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Kia ora and welcome! 

This month we see the start of a new planting season to add to the more than 70,000 

plants Nga Uruora has planted on the escarpment over the years. This year the focus is on 

three areas; the beginning of the Te Araroa trail, the "quarry" and "the lookout" - the high 

point of the Te Araroa trail. We will be looking for hardy volunteers to assist with this so 

please get in touch if you would like to help. 

 

Other activities that have kept us busy over the last few months are: 

• options for the management Perkins farm collaboratively with other groups and 

agencies 

• planning for the development of a new bay at the Queen Elizabeth park nursery 

• growing over 3,000 plants in our Pukerua Bay nursery  

• developing a comprehensive proposal for weed control on the escarpment, and 

• contracting for follow up weed control on various parts of the escarpment. 

In the July newsletter we will be asking for your support with subscriptions for the 

2014/2015 year. These are important to continue the above work as they both allow us to 

contract directly for some work e.g. weed control and also support our case for external 

funding.  

 



 

Last years membership fees contributed towards the purchase of 45 DOC 200 stoat and 

rat traps. See article in the Kapiti Observer about our collaboration with Greater Wellington 

Regional Council to fund these traps. These are now being distributed on the escarpment 

and we will be looking for people to monitor them and will, in the fullness of time, be able to 

report on increases in bird life as a result of lowering the numbers of predators.  

 

If you have any feedback on priorities for the future please get in touch and we thank you 

for your ongoing support. 

 

Malcolm Garnham, convenor. 
  

 
 

  
  

 

 

FIrst planting of the season 
The Tuesday working bee team have 

been carrying out our first planting of the 

season at the start of the Te Araroa Trail. 

Lawrence Harlas from KCDC has been 

clearing the tree Lucerne, Philip de Wilde 

sprayed the bank beside the track and, 

before returning to Australia, Blair 

Badcock cleared wattles on the hillside 

above the track. We are also grateful to 

Queen Elizabeth Park for the 400 flax 

donated for this project. We expect to 

complete this planting shortly and will then 

move onto the ‘quarry’ site. New 

volunteers are always welcome to join the 

Tuesday team. The contact person is 

Peter Kentish.or call him 04 298 1255  
 

Feature native plant - Whekī or rough tree fern 
Each newsletter we will be featuring a native plant. This is an extract from the Tramper 

magazine - "May in the hills with Barbara Mitcalfe and Chris Horne" on whekī, the rough 

tree fern (Dicksonia squarrosa). The fronds, when dead, break off, but leave behind on the 

trunk, 20 cm long, skinny, black, stem bases, far too skinny to hang anything on. Very rough to 

the touch, whekī fronds are dark green with paler green undersides, about 3 m long, extending 

stiffly out from the trunk, not curving like mamaku fronds do.  

http://gallery.mailchimp.com/6f0fe47ea4589d54c3611ec7c/files/07014604-f6e7-41ff-8951-ac27a02c848a.pdf
mailto:malcgarnham@gmail.com
mailto:pk2003_595@hotmail.com


When it is damaged or killed by frost, it can sprout a new crown from the hairy, velvety 

buds on its trunk. This is why you will sometimes see whekī with 'two-storied' crowns. This 

unusual budding feature is used by landscape gardeners who know that just one, sawn-off 

whekī trunk can produce a whole fernery of whekī. 

There are two genera of tree-ferns in NZ: Cyathea and Dicksonia. You can distinguish the 

genus of a tree-fern in the bush by checking whether the one you're looking at has fine hairs on 

its frond stems, (like cat or dog hairs), in which case it is a Dicksonia. If it has hairs and scales, 

(which are much broader than hairs, and often with 

tiny spikes), it is a Cyathea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dicksonia squarrosa with skinny, black stem bases, and two buds. Photo: JEREMY 

ROLFE 

 
Learnings from Arapawa Island  
In April, six of our members spent a week on Arapawa Island (a small island in the 

Marlborough Sounds). Part of the aim of the trip was to help us better understand how 

Perkins farm might naturally revert to forest. It confirmed our earlier views that a mix of 

kanuka/manuka/Olearia solandri and tauhinu will develop under heavy grazing and if stock 

is then removed the area will slowly revert to a wider mix of native plants. Many of the 



steeper areas of Perkins farm have already moved into this first stage and now stock have 

been removed we hope other grazing-sensitive plants can begin to establish. The trip 

confirmed that simply leaving the farm to naturally revert to forest is a sensible strategy. 

However, the Arapawa experience also suggests some small plantings of missing trees 

and scrubs will be helpful. Protecting the area from weed and pest invasion will also 

important. 

Kapiti Coast District Council installs new sign in Paekakariki 

 
Last year Nga Uruora opened the Kokekohe Loop Track. This track begins with a walk 

along the Te Araroa trail before heading up towards the Paekakariki Hill Road. But some 

walkers still have trouble finding the start of the Te Araroa trail. To help solve this problem 

the Kapiti Coast District Council worked with the Te Araroa Trust and Nga Uruora to 

develop a new sign a the top of Ames Street with information on both the Te Araroa trail 

and the Kokekohe Loop Track . We would like to especially thank Stuart Kilmister from the 

KCDC who co-ordinated this work. 
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