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The Kapiti Coast Biodiversity Project 

In June 2015, the government announced it is 

providing a $294,000 Community Environment Fund 

grant for a project aimed at protecting and restoring 

biodiversity on the southern part of the Kapiti Coast. 

Funding is channelled through the Friends of Queen 

Elizabeth Park and, along with Whareroa Farm 

Reserve, Nga Uruora is a key partner in this project. 

The aim is to work with the local community to support 

bird populations, improve habitats for lizards and weta, 

propagate and plant rare dune plants, increase fish and insect populations in 

streams, and facilitate an increase in local pest control. Two ventures are 

particularly important for Nga Uruora.  These are the lizard project, led by long 

time Nga Uruora volunteer, Gay Hay and the animal pest control project led by 

committee member, Paul Callister. Nga Uruora chair, Malcolm Garnham 

represents Nga Uruora on the governance group which oversees the whole 

project. 

 

 

http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PA1506/S00414/290000-for-kapiti-conservation-project.htm
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PA1506/S00414/290000-for-kapiti-conservation-project.htm


 

Project logo 

These days every project needs a logo! Gay Hay worked with students from 

Kapiti College and they designed the logo above,  which the project has now 

adopted. 

 

Lizards  

Lizards, both skinks and geckos, 

are New Zealand’s largest 

terrestrial vertebrate group with 

more than 100 species. They 

would normally occupy almost 

all available ecosystems from 

the coastal shore platform to 

rocky mountain peaks. We know they should be on the escarpment but 

unfortunately we rarely see them. Lizards are critical for ecosystem processes 

and function as predators, pollinators, fruit eaters and seed dispersers. We 

also know that lizard populations can be exceptionally abundant when 

mammalian pests are controlled. While birds such as kiwi, kakariki and 

penguins often feature in conservation news, skinks and geckos are now 

emerging as iconic flagship and indicator species for conservation and 

ecological restoration. 

 

Pukerua Bay already prides itself on being the home of the rare Whitakers 

skink which lives in coastal forest and scrub. The species is named after the late 

Tony Whitaker, who spent decades studying New Zealand lizards.  

 



Ecogecko, a group of scientists with considerable expertise in studying local 

lizard populations, are being contracted to lead the scientific surveys on three 

sites. One site will be the Paekakariki-Pukerua Bay escarpment. Gay Hay is 

seeking volunteers to help out with these surveys. If anyone is interested 

please contact Gay. Already Gay is working with children from Pukerua Bay 

School and an early find has been a forest gecko in a cutlery draw at the 

school! 

 

Creating a Kapiti Mainland Island 

The late Sir Paul Callaghan thought the idea of predator free New Zealand was 

“crazy and ambitious, but I think it might be worth a shot”. 

 Locally, we are giving it a shot. 

While animal pest control aims to protect a wide range of flora and fauna 

(including lizards), within the Kapiti Coast Biodiversity project there is a special 

interest in supporting and enhancing native bird population. A key vision of 

Nga Uruora has always been to ‘bring Kapiti Island's dawn chorus back to the 

coast’.One might expect birds such as kaka and kakariki to arrive in our area 

from the Akatarawas after moving up the Hutt Valley from Zealandia or south 

from Mt Bruce  after coming though the Tararuas. These birds will also arrive 

from Kapiti Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ecogecko.co.nz/index.php
mailto:gayh@clear.net.nz


 

 

 

Bird flight paths 

Source: Greater Wellington Regional Council 
 

The aim of the animal pest project is to significantly reduce key introduced 

mammal pests in Queen Elizabeth Park, Whareroa Farm Reserve, the 

Paekakariki-Pukerua escarpment, including Perkins farm/Middle Run, as well 

as in the village of Paekakariki, and surrounding farming communities. Nga 

Uruora is working closely with trappers from neighbouring groups, including 

the Paekakariki “Rat Pack’, to achieve this goal. The new funding allows us to 

purchase new traps, including trying out self-setting Goodnature traps. It will 

also allow us to hire a pest contractor to assist our volunteers 

 

A key new initiative for Nga Uruora will be to create two ‘rat free sanctuaries’ 

on the Paekakarki-Pukerua Bay escarpment. One will be nearby to Paekakarki 



village, with our Kohekohe Loop track running through the centre of it. The 

other is based around the Ecosite at the centre of the escarpment. Through 

our ‘right to occupy’ agreement with the New Zealand Transport Agency we 

will also begin some pest control on part of Perkins farm/Middle Run. 

 

Sites of ‘Rat free sanctuaries’ on the Paekakariki-Pukerua Bay escarpment 

 

 
 
 
To help our planning, the teams have met with Darren Peters, head of pest 

control with the Department of Conservation. This greatly helped clarify 

thinking about pest control and importantly confirmed that our overall 

planning was heading in the right direction.  

 

Rat free areas Nga Uruora 



As one way of sharing information about the Kapiti Mainland Island project 

Nga Uruora trappers Sue Boyde and Jim Baltaxe have set up a Facebook 

discussion page. 

To ensure the success of this project we will need new volunteers to join our 

trapping team. If you are interested in hearing more about this project or are 

willing to give some time please contact Peter McLaughlin.  

 

Donation! 

Nga Uruora would like to acknowledge a couple of long-time supporters who 

have recently made a significant donation. We are extremely grateful for this 

hugely generous support which we plan to tag for a specific purpose. More 

about this in the next edition! 
 

Our new website, Facebook and Twitter 

Check out our new, user friendly website.  It is still being developed so expect 

new features to be added over the next few months. We also have a Facebook 

account and you can follow us on Twitter. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:https://www.facebook.com/groups/808443299275757/
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/groups/808443299275757/
mailto:ema.mclaughlin@gmail.com
https://ngauruora.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/nga.uruora
https://twitter.com/ngauruora1?lang=en

