
 

 

September 2014 
Mark your calendars: Nga Ururoa AGM, Tuesday, 21 October. 
Join us on the 21st to celebrate our successes and hear about our future plans. 
Nga Uruora- Kapiti Project began its life in 1997 with a vision of returning the dawn 
chorus. Since then, amongst other things, we have: 

• Established fencing to protect over 70 hectares of the escarpment 
• Planted over 50,000 trees 
• Established programs to control possums and more recently expanded our 

mustelid (stoats and weasels) and rat control. 
• Controlled a wide range of noxious weeds 
• Built the Kohekohe Loop Track and Bob's Track 
• Won the 2013 Heritage & Environment Category of the community awards 

sponsored by the Wellington Airport/ Wellington Community Trust. 

Many agencies have greatly helped our work. But our achievements have only been 
possible through the dedicated work of the Nga Uruora committee, the members and our 
wider volunteer workforce. Come and celebrate our success at our AGM. 
Nga Uruora is holding its Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 21 October, at 7.30pm. 
The venue is St Peters Hall, Beach Road, Paekakariki. 
Our convenor, Malcolm Garnham,  will present a slide show highlighting our 
achievements and outlining our future plans. All welcome. 
 
Bringing back the dawn chorus 
Our guiding vision is to help create a continuous ribbon of bird-safe, native forest 
running from Porirua through to Waikanae. With the Department of Conservation island 
reserves of Kapiti and Mana just offshore, the vision is that birds such as kaka and 
kakariki would fly to the escarpment. Since then Zealandia has been established and 
Matiu/Somes Island is now supporting a wide range of native flora and fauna. The ‘halo’ 
effect is being established around Wellington helping birds such as bellbird, kaka, and 
kereru spread through the region. In addition, kaka are spreading south from Mt Bruce. 



Our philosophy is to create a bird-friendly environment so that some of our 'missing' 
birds will come. Through a combination of pest control and planting, Nga Uruora and its 
neighbours Queen Elizabeth Park and Whareroa Farm Reserve are getting ready for 
recolonisation by a range of native birds. Soon we will also begin pest control on Perkins 
farm. 
To further help this effort, over the next year we want to dramatically lift pest control and 
to do this we need volunteers to check traps, fill bait stations and monitor tracking 
tunnels. If anyone is interested in joining our pest control team please contact Pete 
McLaughlin  
 
The future: Kakariki back at Paekakariki? 

 
 
 Renewing membership 
Thank you to those who have already renewed your membership, we really appreciate 
the support. 
The money helps us carry out our work. Last year’s subscriptions, combined with 
support from Greater Wellington Regional Council, helped us buy over 40 DOC 200 
traps. These are set along the Te Araroa track. Already we have been catching rats, 
stoats and weasels. Kapiti Coast is unlike most other areas in New Zealand where 
mustelid control is carried out in that there are much greater numbers of weasels rather 
than stoats.  The reason appears to be related to the open nature of the landscape.  
 
A weasel caught in a trap on the Te Araroa trail 

 

http://emma_mclaughlin@paradise.net.nz/
http://emma_mclaughlin@paradise.net.nz/


 
  
Native plant of the month - Lophozonia 
menziesii, silver beech,tawhai 
This information is abridged from the Tramper August 
botany article by Chris Horne and Barbara Mitcalfe.  
Scientists at the Allan Herbarium, Landcare Research, 
Lincoln, have reclassified the New Zealand members 
of the beech genus Nothofagus into two genera, using 
analyses of DNA sequences and morphology. Under 
this new classification, the NZ beeches are: 

• Fuscospora fusca red beech tawhai raunui 
• Fuscospora truncata hard beech tawhai raunui 
• Fuscospora cliffortioides mountain beech tawhai 

rauriki 
• Fuscospora solandri black beech tawhai rauriki 
• Lophozonia menziesii silver beech tawhai 

  
     Silver beech leaves, Photo Jeremy Rolfe  

Who hasn’t been impressed by the twisted, gnarled, moss and lichen-covered multiple 
trunks of silver beech trees in the cloud-forest near Alpha Hut? They can grow to 30 m 
tall, with trunks to 2 m in diameter. The common name comes from the bark, which is 
silver-grey, particularly on young trees. Silver beech leaves stay on the tree for several 
years, unlike those of the other NZ beech species, which retain their leaves for only a 
year. The dark-green, alternate leaves are rounded, thick, 6-15 x 5-15 mm, with small, 
rounded teeth. Tawhai is ‘monoecious’, meaning that its small, inconspicuous female 
and male flowers grow on the same  
tree. The wind transfers the pollen from the male flowers to the female flowers, which 
produce hard, dry, 'nuts', c. 5 mm long, each with two or three 'wings' to facilitate wind 
dispersal.‘Lophozonia’ – (crested zone) - refers to parts of the fruiting structure; 
‘menziesii’ refers to Archibald Menzies (1754-1842), surgeon with Capt. George 
Vancouver on the Pacific voyages of the ship ‘Discovery’. 
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