
 

 

March 2014 

Kia ora and welcome! 

I would like to update you on our thinking and planning for the future of Nga Uruora. We are 
looking to refocus our efforts over the next 3-5 years to build on the great work of many 
people since 1997. 
As part of this we have confirmed many of the core reasons Nga Uruora was established, as 
these have stood the test of time. Moving forward our focus will be on the coastal 
escarpment from McKay’s Crossing to Pukerua Bay, with our vision still being to bring Kapiti 
Island’s dawn chorus back to the coast. 
 
We are focusing on this area as it is a significant landscape feature and gives us the 
opportunity to consider the inclusion of parts of Perkins Farm in our activities. Importantly, 
we would also like to engage more actively with the Pukerua Bay community as the natural 
bookend to the northern end of the escarpment. The Te Araroa Trail, when it is completed, 
forms the connector between Paekakariki and Pukerua Bay. 
Another area of focus is increased pest control – mainly stoats and rats -  and a decreasing 
focus on planting. Member subscription fees this year have contributed towards the 
purchase of 45 traps - see article below. To all members, and those who have made 
donations, a huge thank you for your support. 
We are giving careful consideration to how we include Perkins Farm at the northern end of 
the escarpment in our activities. This would be an ambitious undertaking and not to be done 
lightly. 
We look forward to your continued support and if you have any questions at all, don’t 
hesitate to contact me. 
 
Malcolm Garnham, convenor. 
  

  

 

 

Rescheduled Kohekohe Loop track evening walk – 5pm Saturday 5th April 

As a restoration group who have spent a lot of time planting trees on the escarpment, we are 
pleased when a drought breaks. It is just a pity that the rain pours down just as we are about 
to set off on a scheduled walk! So our postponed evening Loop track walk has now been 
rescheduled to Saturday 5 April, meeting at St Peters Hall at 5pm.  
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The walk takes about an hour to complete. This will be followed by a BBQ at the depot at the 
base of the track. Given time of year, if people stay on for the BBQ it would be worth bringing 
a torch as there is a short walk along the Te Araroa track back to Ames Street and light 
could be fading. 

 

 



New DOC 200 traps arrive 

 
 
Through the generosity of the Greater Wellington Regional Council, along with Nga Uruora 
member subscriptions, we have purchased 45 new DOC 200 traps. These are designed 
specifically to trap stoats and rats. Thanks also to the Guardians of Whareroa farm for 
storing them in their shed before we arrange for them to be placed along the Te Araroa 
track. 

 
Pest control is a key part in working 
towards our vision of bringing the dawn 
chorus back to the Kapiti Coast.  We are 
always on the lookout for volunteers to 
join our team of trappers. If anyone is 
interested please contract Peter 
McLaughlin ema.mclaughlin@gmail.com 
We will also need help in placing the 
new traps along the Te Araroa track. If 
we can get a small team of volunteers 
together the job should not take too long. 
Again, if anyone can help please contact 
Peter. 
 
 

Preparing for winter planting 

Each year Nga Uruora develops a planting plan. This year we are focusing on three main 
sites. The first is around the lookout on the Te Araroa track. The second is in and near to the 
‘quarry’. Both these sites are challenging in terms of getting trees and planters to them but 
this winter we are planting a much easier site. This is the first part of the Te Araroa track 
from the road bridge to the first bridge on the track. 

This planting will not only improve the amenity value of the area but will assist in improving 
stream quality. We will use a mix of plants including flax, toetoe, hebes and cabbage trees. 

Our Tuesday working bee crew have done the initial weed control. The Nga Uruora 
Contracting Crew have kindly donated their time to complete the clearing of weeds to ensure 
the area is ready for planting in the winter. Queen Elizabeth Park has also donated 400 
flaxes. We will be looking for volunteers to help with this planting. 
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Committee member Peter Kentish next to the new traps stored at Whareroa farm 
 


