
 

 

 

  

December 2014 

Christmas message from convenor 

  

Kia ora tatou, 

Looking for things to do this Christmas?  

Don’t forget a walk around the Kohekohe Loop Track in Paekakariki. It's very 

doable, has great views and a couple of well positioned seats for you to rest 

on.  When you’ve done that you can venture further along the Te Araroa Track until 

you can go no further at the lookout.   

Along the way on both tracks you will be walking through trees that have been 

planted, nurtured and kept weed and pest free (mainly) by a small but dedicated 

group over the last 15 years.  It is easy to forget what has been achieved but real 

gains have been made along the escarpment which all supporters of Nga Uruora 

can feel well pleased with. 

This year has seen a bit of a change of focus for Nga Uruora as we have started to 

concentrate more on pest and weed control and less on planting trees.  A 

significant step this year was the purchase (with the support of Greater Wellington 

Regional Council (GWRC)) of 40 traps for mustelid e.g. stoats and weasels 

control.  This really does support the vision of returning the bird song to the Kapiti 

Coast.  You can read more on this in the story below from Paul Callister who 

describes how the traps are being used to good effect. 

Thank you to all who have supported us this year in whatever way. It is 

appreciated and we hope you take the time to enjoy the trees, birds and tracks on 

the escarpment. 



 Have a safe and happy Christmas and we look forward to telling you more of what 

we are doing in 2015. 

 

Malcolm Garnham 

Convenor 

  

Weasel words 

Is Kapiti the weasel capital of New Zealand? Micheal Stace, who looks after an 

extensive network of traps on Queen Elizabeth Park, has noticed that he was 

catching more weasels than stoats. Since putting additional traps along the Te 

Araroa trail, Nga Uruora have also found that we are catching a greater number of 

weasels.  

According to the Department of Conservation (DoC) weasels (Mustela nivalis) are 

20–25 cm long, coloured a deep brown to light tan, with a short tail. Little is known 

about weasels but DoC information suggest their impact on native birds and lizards 

is likely to be similar to stoats, although on a smaller scale. Weasels were originally 

introduced in larger numbers than stoats but have not thrived in most parts of New 

Zealand. 

  

Michael and Sue Blaikie (from Whareroa Farm Reserve) have become our local 

weasel experts. Sue, a veterinarian, takes fresh specimens and dissects them. 

This is helping us build up a picture of the characteristics of our local weasel 

population, including what they are eating. 

We are grateful to the GWRC for helping expand our trap network. We are also 

grateful to Pete McLaughlin and the team who maintain our network of traps and 

bait stations. 

  

Tackling weeds 

Our main use of Nga Uruora funds this year has been tackling weeds. This year 

we decided to start controlling Climbing Asparagus, growing on land between the 

old BP Station on State Highway 1 and the start of the Te Araroa trail. This land is 

not controlled by Nga Uruora but the weed provides such a threat we decided to 

fund this work ourselves. According to the Weedbusters website, climbing 

asparagus smothers forest floor and understorey to 4 m, preventing the 

establishment of native plant seedlings and growth of established species. It can 

ringbark and kill soft-barked shrubs and trees. Climbing asparagus spreads by 

birds eating the attractive red seeds. We are also grateful for the ongoing support 

for weed control provided by GWRC and the Kapiti Coast District Council (KCDC). 

 

Climbing Asparagus (Asparagus scandens) 

http://www.weedbusters.org.nz/


  

Source: Department of Conservation 

 

 

Our Tuesday working bee 

A small group of volunteers have worked most Tuesday mornings this year. Our 

work has been greatly supported by a scheme where the KCDC provides staff to 

assist us. Our work has also been helped by rain staying away most Tuesdays this 

year and over the last couple of months we have: 

•    Improved our water supply so we can keep our new plantings alive in summer 

droughts. We are grateful to LEDA Extrusions who donated of 200 metres of 

piping. 

•    We have continued to release plantings undertaken over the last couple of 

winters. Weed growth has been vigorous this spring so keeping new plantings 

weed free is an ongoing challenge. 

•    We maintain the Kohekohe Loop Track. 

•    Volunteers assist in the control of various weeds, in particular German Ivy, 

Cape Ivy and Blackberry.  

We will resume our work in early 2015 and new volunteers are always welcome. 

Email  Peter Kentish  or call him on 04 298 1255 or 021 027 70520. 

  

Tuesday morning tea break 

mailto:pk2003_595@hotmail.com
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